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PharmaCare Coverage  Definitions 

G: generic(s) are available.  
regular coverage: also known as regular benefit; does not require Special Authority; patients may receive full coverage*
partial coverage: Some types of regular benefits are only partially covered* because they are included in the Low Cost 
Alternative (LCA) program or Reference Drug Program (RDP) as follows:
LCA: When multiple medications contain the same active ingredient (usually generic products), patients receive full  
coverage* for the drug with the lowest average PharmaCare claimed price. The remaining products get partial coverage.
RDP: When a number of products contain different active ingredients but are in the same therapeutic class, patients receive 
full coverage* for the drug that is medically effective and the most cost-effective. This drug is designated as the Reference 
Drug. The remaining products get partial coverage.  
Special Authority: requires Special Authority for coverage. Patients may receive full or partial coverage* depending on LCA 
or RDP status. These drugs are not normally regarded as first-line therapies or there are drugs for which a more cost-effec-
tive alternative exists.
no coverage: does not fit any of the above categories; 
*coverage is subject to drug price limits set by PharmaCare and to the patient’s PharmaCare plan rules and deductibles.  See 
www.health.gov.bc.ca/pharmacare/  for further information.




